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Board of Directors for 2009-2010

At the Annual General  Meeting held on June 22, the delegates  from Copibec’s eight 
member associations elected a new Board of Directors for 2009-2010. Danièle Simpson 
(writer and board member of the Union des écrivaines et écrivains québécois) will act as 
Chair and Gaston Bellemare (outgoing Chair of the Board of Directors of the Association 
nationale des éditeurs de livres) will be Vice-Chair. François Coderre (UNEQ) will serve 
as Secretary and Philippe-Denis Richard (Les Quotidiens du Québec) has been appointed 
Treasurer. The other members of the Board are Bruno Roy (UNEQ), Nicolas Langelier 
(Association  des  journalistes  indépendants  du  Québec)  and  Lise  Létourneau 
(Regroupement des artistes en arts visuels), representing the author segment, as well as 
Jean  Lachapelle  (ANEL),  Luc  Garneau  (ANEL)  and  Francine  Bergeron  (Société  de 
développement des périodiques culturels québécois), representing the publisher segment. 

During her report on Copibec’s operations, Hélène Messier, Executive Director, indicated 
that  $13,515,000 in  royalties  had been collected  in  2008-2009 from users who made 
copies of copyright protected publications, which was 8.9% higher than in the previous 
year.  She  also  confirmed  that  $12,088,000  had  been  paid  out  to  Copibec’s  various 
rightsholders, an increase of nearly 30% from 2007-2008 attributable to the distribution 
of the fifth lump sum (repertoire) payment to Quebec authors and publishers. Lump sum 
payments  are  distributed  every  two  years  and  consist  primarily  of  operating  budget 
surpluses, interest and amounts received from foreign agencies and users about whom we 
do not have data allowing for distribution on an individual basis. 

Royalty distributions

During the 2008-2009 fiscal year, Copibec issued  20,753 royalty (licence fee) cheques 
for a  total  of  $12,087,987.  The sources  of royalty  income for  rightsholders  were the 
education sector ($6,305,976), other copyright licensing agencies ($628,400), specific 
authorizations ($633,669), amounts set aside for visual artists ($531,183), interest and 
other  amounts  remitted  as  part  of  the  lump  sum  payment ($3,536,129),  and 
miscellaneous sources ($452,630).



Additional amount

Since  April  1,  2009,  an  additional  amount  of  $1,894,270  has  been  paid  out  to 
rightsholders.  The  sources  of  that  amount  were  specific  authorizations ($621,975), 
amounts set aside for visual artists ($442,582), the Quebec government ($650,078), and 
miscellaneous sources ($179,635). 

These distributions were made possible by the work done by the entire Copibec 
team. A big thank you to our dedicated staff. 

New licensees 

Since the beginning of April 2009, a total of 27 new  licensing agreements have been 
signed.  Among  those  was  a  master  agreement  with  the  Fédération  québécoise  des  
centres communautaires de loisirs (FQCCL) that has so far enabled approximately 50 
organizations to legalize their copying activities for copyright protected material. About 
20 other organizations are expected to sign the agreement soon, including the Quebec 
YMCAs. We would like to thank the FQCCL and its members for their cooperation. 

Five government centres that are open to the public (Transformation Alimentaire Québec, 
the Office des personnes handicapées du Québec, the Conseil supérieur de l’éducation, 
the Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune and the Ministère de la Famille et  
des Aînés) have also been issued library-type copying licences. In addition, Copibec has 
reached a pilot agreement with the Institut de gériatrie de Montréal so that it can digitize 
excerpts from copyright protected works for distance learning purposes. 

In the childcare sector, a number of new agreements have been concluded: CPE Pointe  
Saint-Charles,  Au pays de l’Arc-en-ciel, Les Jardins de Leckie, the  Regroupement des  
CPE des  Cantons-de-l’est, the  Regroupement  des  CPE des  régions  de  Québec  et  de 
Chaudière-Appalaches,  the  Regroupement des CPE du Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean and the 
Association des CPE de l’Outaouais.

Since April, licensing agreements have also been signed with SAJE Montréal Métro, the 
Association des cinémas parallèles du Québec, the Fédération québécoise de l’autisme, 
the  Fédération  québécoise  des  échecs,  Serena  Quebec,  the  Société  d’histoire  de  la  
Prairie-de-la-Magdeleine,  the  Cercles des jeunes naturalistes,  Multi  Aspects Groupes, 
the CDEC de Québec, the Circum Network Inc. and the Centre récréatif 50+.

A data collection operation is currently under way in  the various Quebec dioceses in 
order to get a clearer picture of their copying habits when it comes to copyright protected 
works. A similar operation has also been launched within the Fédération de l’âge d’or du 
Québec (FADOQ). In addition, Copibec sent licensing information to about 30 massage 
therapy  and  alternative  medicine  schools.  Many  of  them  are  therefore  expected  to 
become licensees by this fall. 



Agreement with the ministry of education, recreation and sports 

A new  agreement  governing  the  reproduction  of  copyright  protected  publications  in 
elementary  and  high  schools  has  been  concluded  between  Copibec  and  the  Quebec 
Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport. 

The three-year  agreement maintains the current copying limits  (10% of a work or 25 
pages, whichever is less). Under the agreement, excerpts from works can be digitized and 
made available on secure sites by ministry employees for testing, evaluation and ministry 
exam purposes or in order to provide training and resources for teaching personnel. 

The parties are projecting a volume of 68 million copies, with per-page rates of 4.5¢, 4.6¢ 
and 4.7¢ for the next three years respectively, representing an increase of close to 15% 
over the current rate. During the agreement’s term, a committee of representatives from 
Copibec and the ministry will review the parameters that will be used to determine the 
values of copies of copyright protected works in print and digital formats in preparation 
for the next round of negotiations. 

The annual data collection process will be maintained so that copy logs completed by 
teaching and professional personnel in 350 public and private schools can be submitted to 
Copibec.  A second process involving an online reporting system will  be added,  with 
gradual implementation starting in January 2010. 

The Copibec team is already busy getting ready for the new school year when schools 
will  be  notified  about  the  agreement’s  parameters  and  the  personnel  in  the  selected 
schools will  be reminded about the importance  of participating in the data collection 
process. 

Elementary and high school institutions
More and more teachers have heard about copyright compliance

During the 2008-2009 school year, Copibec representatives and our legal counsel visited 
60 schools and 18 school boards and attended four conventions that brought together 
thousands of teachers and principals. Those meetings and events gave us the opportunity 
to outline the main aspects of the Copyright Act, explain the provisions of the agreement 
with  the  Quebec  ministry  of  education,  recreation  and  sports,  and  highlight  the 
importance of taking part in the process to collect data on copyright protected works that 
are copied. 

We have  now received the copy logs for the third data collection period of 2008-2009. 
For  the  first  two  periods,  20,145  forms  were  submitted,  with  nearly  5,000  of  them 
reporting  copyright  protected  works  that  had  been  copied  (excluding  reproducible 
material). As the summer gets under way, we will also be receiving copies of the material 
photocopied by the copy centres in the Marie-Victorin and Grandes-Seigneuries school 
boards. Those centres agreed to take part in a data collection process lasting a few days in 
order to provide a sampling of the pages copied. 



During the summer season, Copibec will be analyzing the data received from the schools 
surveyed in 2008-2009. At the same time, we will be preparing the material (information 
pamphlets, posters, copy logs, etc.) that will be sent out to the 350 schools participating 
in the 2009-2010 data collection process. During that major operation, a section of our 
offices is transformed into a mailroom so that we can put together and send out 350 large 
personalized parcels to every region of Quebec! 

Starting in August, our roadshow will be under way once again, visiting schools where 
information sessions have already been scheduled. 

Legal update
Important new dates for the Google Book Search settlement

A settlement was reached on October 28, 2008 in the lawsuits initiated by the Authors 
Guild  and  the  Association  of  American  Publishers  against  Google  Book  Search 
concerning the digitization of millions of books without the consent of their authors and 
publishers. The settlement covers works already digitized by Google as well as works 
that Google may later digitize.

In  previous  newsletters,  Copibec  has  provided  background  information  about  the 
settlement and, in particular, announced the major deadlines that rightsholders have to 
meet in order to ensure that their rights are respected. 

At the end of April 2009, following a request from the parties, the New York federal 
court  overseeing the settlement  extended the deadline for rightsholders to opt out the 
settlement. 

The main dates are now as follows:

-  September 4, 2009 (rather than May 5, 2009): Deadline for opting out of the settlement 
altogether. As a rightsholder, if you do not opt out by that date, you will be considered to 
be participating in the settlement.

-  January 5, 2010: Deadline for registering and claiming the payment of royalties for 
works digitized by May 5, 2009.

-  April 5, 2011: Deadline for excluding one or more (or all) of the rightsholder’s works 
that have already been digitized, while continuing to participate in the settlement.

You are reminded that the settlement documents contain other deadlines for managing 
how works are used by Google. It is therefore very important for rightsholders to read the 
documents  carefully and/or  go  to  the  settlement  website  at 
www.books.google.com/booksrightsholders.

http://books.google.com/booksrightsholders/


Rightsholders who have questions or require additional information can also contact Rust 
Consulting,  the  Settlement  Administrator,  at  BookSettlement@RustConsulting.com or 
1-888-356-0248. 

Copibec is also available to answer questions. However, since Copibec is not a party to 
the settlement,  we cannot take a position regarding its contents. We can only provide 
factual information about the settlement.

Are you moving this summer?

Whether you’re a writer, a freelance contributor to newspapers and magazines or a visual 
artist, it only takes a few minutes to update your address online so that you can continue 
to receive royalties when your works are copied. At the same time, you can check that all 
your titles have been registered by your publisher.

What if  one of  your titles  doesn’t appear in our repertoire?  If  a  title  is  missing, 
contact your publisher directly to have the title added. If you hold the reproduction rights 
to your works, you can register your titles yourself.

What if you haven’t registered with Copibec yet? It’s easy! Register online now. 

What if you have questions?

• Writers  and freelance  contributors  to  newspapers  and  magazines  should 
contact Anouk Pérusse, Communications and Rightsholder Services Officer, at 
a.perusse@copibec.qc.ca or 1-800-717-2022 or 514-288-1664 ext. 228.

• Visual artists should contact Isabelle Billeau, Communications and Rightsholder 
Services Officer, at i.billeau@copibec.qc.ca or 1-800-717-2022 or 514-288-1664 
ext. 235.

Database statistics 

Here are some recent statistics on the contents of Copibec’s database:

104,948 titles (books, CD-ROMs and unpublished plays) registered in the repertoire, 
including:

 56,383 works available for digital copying 
489 magazines and newspapers (376 published in Quebec) available for digital 
copying 

2,864 publishers registered, including:
 779 whose rights are managed by Copibec

mailto:i.billeau@copibec.qc.ca
mailto:a.perusse@copibec.qc.ca
https://www1.copibec.qc.ca/?action=au_auinscription&langue=a
https://www1.copibec.qc.ca/?action=au_auchangaddr&langue=a
mailto:BookSettlement@RustConsulting.com


21,459 authors 
3,739 freelance journalists
2,416 visual artists

Enjoy your summer!

Coordinator: Francine Perrault
Contributors: Hélène Messier, Rose-Marie Lafrance, Frédérique Couette, Cécile Gascon, 
and Nicolas Boudreault
Translator: Brian Colwill

To  send  us  your  questions  or  comments  or  to  have  your  name  removed  from  our 
newsletter subscription list, please contact f.perrault@copibec.qc.ca.
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