
 
 

Thousands of counterfeit books seized 
 

After months of joint efforts by the RCMP and Copibec, raids were conducted in four 

private copyshops in Montreal last December and January in order to stop them from 

illegally copying and selling books and coursepacks. Copibec representatives had been 

monitoring those businesses for a number of months, gathering enough evidence to put 

together a strong case.  

 

The RCMP seized approximately 2,700 counterfeit books and coursepacks worth an 

estimated $540,000 in the targeted copyshops located near McGill University, Concordia 

University and Université du Québec à Montréal. In one instance, the formal notice that 

Copibec had previously sent to one of the copyshop owners was among the items seized.  

 

A Crown prosecutor has been assigned to the case, and charges should be laid under the 

Copyright Act in the coming months.  Copibec will also be asked to apply its expertise in 

analyzing a sampling of the works seized.  

 

 

Bill C-32 
 

New allies 

 

The wave of support for creators continues to grow. On December 13, the City of 

Montreal unanimously adopted a resolution indicating that it was on the side of creators, 

who were described as a factor in the successful development of Montreal as a 

metropolitan centre of culture, knowledge and innovation. The City therefore 

supported the Quebec National Assembly’s motion on Bill C-32 adopted on 

November 23, 2010, which stated: 
  
 
THAT the National Assembly recognize the crucial role of content creators and the importance of 

intellectual property in the economic model of Québec arts and culture. THAT it concur in the concerns of 

the artistic milieu, particularly of music and literary publishing, and ask the Federal Government to modify 

as often as necessary current Bill C-32 on copyright, to ensure Québec creators the full recognition of their 

rights, adequate protection against illegal copying of their work, the application of the private copying 

principle, and income in accordance with the value of their intellectual property. 

 



The CSN’s Fédération nationale des communications has decided to join the supporting 

partners on the cultureequitable.org website, bringing to 27 the number of associations in 

that coalition advocating for better copyright protection.  

 

Marie-Hélène Vaugeois, Chair of the Association des librairies du Québec representing 

booksellers, and Suzanne Payette, Chair of Bibliothèques publiques du Québec 

representing public libraries, have also confirmed their solidarity with Quebec’s cultural 

sector. 

Recently, the Fédération des commissions scolaires du Québec representing French-

language school boards, gave unequivocal backing to the creators’ cause by issuing a 

media release and submitting a position paper in French to the legislative committee 

studying Bill C-32. 

In its position paper, the Federation objected in particular to the concept of fair dealing 

for education purposes. It also affirmed that accepting the principle that access to works 

is synonymous with no-cost availability would deny the importance of authors' 

contributions to our children's education and weaken the educational publishing industry. 

The Federation deplored the uncertainty surrounding the application of that concept 

because it would not enable educational institutions to set clear rules for managing 

copyright, which is what the agreements with the copyright licensing agencies currently 

do. 

Booksellers have also demonstrated their solidarity on this issue, as confirmed by the 

position of the Association des libraires du Québec. In its French-language media release, 

the Association indicated that it was possible to modernize the Copyright Act to reflect 

new technologies while ensuring respect for the creators and professionals behind it all.  

 

Canada-wide movement 

 

The wave of support has rolled across the country, with about 90 associations 

representing over 600,000 creators and copyright owners from many parts of Canada 

joining together on February 3 to protest against Bill C-32. Their spokespersons were 

jazz singer Sophie Milman, Groupe Modulo/Nelson Education publisher Jean Bouchard, 

writer Alan Cumyn, and visual artist Nadia Myre, who released a joint statement by 

Canadian arts and culture industries. 

 

The statement contains nine warnings about the Bill and its dangers for Canada’s digital 

economy. For example, if passed in its current form, the Bill will limit the country’s 

competitiveness at the global level. The Bill’s long list of exceptions (more than 40) 

could weaken the arts and culture industries which, on their own, generate over $46 

billion in spinoffs and assure jobs for 600,000 Canadians.  

 

One of the exceptions that could be most dangerous for creators is the “YouTube” 

exception that would enable users to re-use and modify works in order to produce new 
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ones that they could call their own. It would not even be absolutely necessary to request 

permission in advance or credit the original sources even though the Copyright Act gives 

authors the exclusive right to authorize the use of their works. This exception undermines 

the very foundations of copyright.  

 

The coalition is also worried about the specific exceptions for the education sector and 

the inclusion of the word “education” in the list of fair dealing purposes. Not only could 

that endanger the $60 million in royalties distributed each year to creators for the use of 

their works, but the long list of exceptions will create uncertainty about their scope for 

both copyright owners and users. The courts will ultimately be called on to decide after 

long, costly legal proceedings have been undertaken. 

 

The arts and culture industries note that “Bill C-32 misconstrues the spirit of the 

Copyright Act and ignores its fundamental principles.” It turns copyright on its head by 

granting myriad new exceptions without compensation, it relieves Internet service 

providers of all liability, it ignores resale rights for visual artists, it provides for statutory 

damages that are so low they will discourage any legitimate legal action by copyright 

owners, and it contains many exceptions that do not respect the international treaties 

signed by Canada. In short, the Bill must be substantially amended in order to better 

protect creators. 

 

C-32 legislative committee continues its hearings 

 

After being suspended over the holiday season, the Committee’s proceedings continued 

on February 1. This is a crucial time for everyone who has interests to defend with 

respect to copyright and who want their concerns to be reflected in a new version of the 

Bill. The Regroupement des artistes en arts visuels appeared before the Committee on 

February 8 while representatives from Copibec and the Union des écrivaines et des 

écrivains québécois spoke on February 10. The Association nationale des éditeurs de 

livres is scheduled to appear in the coming weeks.  

 

The statements and memorandums are available in the Documentation section of the 

Culture équitable website. 

 

The Committee hears witnesses on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (ET). 

The proceedings can be viewed as a live or archived broadcast on the Parliament website.  

 

What if there’s an election? 

 

If a federal election is held, the future of this bill that is so unfair for creators and other 

copyright owners will be up in the air. The respite will only be temporary, however, 

because a new bill could subsequently be tabled. The composition of the new government 

will therefore be a determining factor in the bill’s contents. Do not hesitate to engage the 

candidates in your riding and ask them to take a clear, firm position in favour of a 

Copyright Act that effectively protects creators and promotes access to works while 

respecting their rights.  
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On the other hand, if an election does not take place, we can expect the voices to get 

louder as interested parties try to ensure the success of their copyright point of view. As 

you know, opinions on this matter cover the spectrum and are often diametrically 

opposed.  

 

Whether or not an election is held, express yourself! You have the opportunity to 

influence the Members of Parliament who will be responsible for determining the future 

of copyright. The cultureequitable.org website contains a French-language petition, a 

letter to MPs and the email addresses of each of the Legislative Committee members. 

Although mainly a French website, you can find links to articles in English in the 

“Documentation” section.  You can also request an English version of the petition and the 

letter to the MPs by writing to info@cultureequitable.org.  

 

 

Royalty distributions 

Copibec recently distributed the royalties for copying done by college-level institutions 

during the 2009-2010 school year. After analyzing the 48,436 copy log entries 

submitted, we divided the total amount of $1,294,735 among the 15,851 Canadian and 

foreign works copied. Based on the CEGEP and college copy logs analyzed, the 

breakdown of copying by category was as follows: 91.95% books, 6.64% magazines 

and 1.41% newspapers.  

Copibec’s 6th lump sum (repertoire) payment is underway! The magazine publishers 

who qualified for the payment have been sent royalty cheques. All magazine publishers 

who officially gave Copibec authority to manage their rights and who completed their 

registrations by January 31 shared a total of $861,951.  

In March, it will be the turn of newspaper publishers and book authors and 

publishers to benefit from the results of the Copibec team’s collection and distribution 

efforts.  

Late this spring, freelance journalists and visual artists will receive their payments.  

 

Payment to freelance magazine and newspaper contributors  
 

The next lump sum (repertoire) payment to magazine and newspaper freelancers will be 

made by this summer. If you are a freelancer contributor, Copibec will contact you soon 

to ask you to complete your registration or update your file. Our new online registration 

system will be up and running by then, making it easier than ever to register or update.  

 

The eligibility criteria will be announced at that time. Freelancers who contribute to 

Quebec magazines (current affairs, cultural or scientific publications, etc.) or newspapers 

can expect to be eligible for the payment. 
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Elementary and high schools 
First data collection period completed! 

 

For the first data collection period (September to November) of the 2010-2011 school 

year, Copibec received 9,899 copy logs. Slightly more than a quarter of the copy logs 

submitted by schools and school boards reported excerpts copied from copyright 

protected works. The overall participation rate among schools was 82%.  

 

In the vast majority of cases, the surveyed schools and school boards were very 

committed to the process. Some of the schools stood out from the rest this year, either 

because of the quality of the information submitted to Copibec or because they improved 

their participation rate or sent in all their completed forms (one form per teacher).  

 

It is impossible for us to list all the schools and school boards that deserve our praise for 

their efforts to raise copyright awareness and comply with the terms of their Copibec 

licence. In light of the work done in recent years, we would nevertheless like to mention 

the outstanding cooperation of the following school boards and their schools: Montreal, 

Seigneurie-des-Mille-Iles, Capitale and Pointe-de-l’Ile.  

 

 

Our online system is as popular as ever! 
 

Since January 1, Copibec’s online copyright licensing system has processed 4,507 copy 

log entries, including nearly 4,000 from college-level institutions. In recent years, the 

month of January has been one of the system’s busiest in terms of the number of requests. 

Most of them are approved automatically based on the copying limits defined in the 

licences issued to the various user groups.  

 

Most CEGEPs and private colleges use our online system to submit their copy logs, while 

universities and elementary and high schools turn to the system mainly to request pay-

per-use licences (specific authorizations) when the number of pages to be copied exceeds 

the limits in the licence negotiated with Copibec. Certain associations and private 

companies, for their part, make online requests for one-time copying licences.  

 

Unlocatable copyright owners 

Trying to locate copyright owners is a difficult task that can even leave the experts 

stumped. The Copyright Act therefore gives the Copyright Board special powers to act on 

a copyright owner’s behalf and grant a copying licence when the copyright owner cannot 

be located. By law, copyright owners have up to five years after the expiry of a Board-

granted licence in order to claim the royalties collected during that period. Copibec 

supports the Copyright Board in its efforts to locate copyright owners by taking part in 

searches, proposing terms and conditions for licences and safekeeping the royalties owed 

to unlocatable copyright owners. Those responsibilities are a logical extension of 

Copibec’s mandate, which is to protect the rights of creators and publishers. 



Copibec is currently holding royalties for the following unlocatable copyright 

owners: 

 Jacques Cura (illustrations from Le Blé en herbe by Colette) published by 

Éditions Ferenczi, collection Le livre moderne illustré, Paris, 1953. 

 Luda (excerpt from Contes russes adapted by Luda) Scanéditions/La Farandole, 

Paris, 1993. 

 Nursery rhymes: Mes oreilles and Le bourdon dit à la clochette, unknown author 

and publisher. 

 Agathe Martin-Thériault, article “Le cinéma direct et ses prolongements”, 

published in Cinéma Québec magazine, Montréal, 1972. 

Information: Simon Éthier, s.ethier@copibec.qc.ca or 514-288-1664 ext. 224.  

 

On the move! 
 

The voice you now hear when you call Copibec is that of Claire Dutin, who has joined 

our communications team as Receptionist and Rightsholder Services Assistant.   

 

Émilie McAll Pinard has also joined our team and will be replacing Camille Tougas as 

Liaison Officer for the elementary/high school sector during Camille’s maternity leave. 

 

The stork has been busy among the members of Copibec’s staff this year! Some new 

faces can therefore be seen in the reporting sector during maternity leaves. Three recruits 

-- Jean-Philippe Bergeron, Karyne Bergevin and Cécile Couronneau -- will be lending a 

hand to the team in charge of analyzing the thousands of copy logs that will be submitted 

to Copibec in the coming year. 

 

Good luck to our new colleagues in their positions, and congratulations to our new 

mothers.  

 

 

Coordinator: Caroline Lacroix  

 

Contributors: Hélène Messier, Rose-Marie Lafrance, Cécile Gascon and Nicolas 

Boudreault  

 

Translator: Brian Colwill  

 

To send us your questions or comments or to have your name removed from our 

newsletter subscription list, please contact c.lacroix@copibec.qc.ca. 
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