
 
 

Information videos for the college sector 
After concluding a new copying agreement with the college sector in September 2011, 
Copibec asked Oblik Communication-design to develop a few short information videos 
that could be viewed online. The relevant information has been grouped into three 
videoclips lasting about five minutes each! 
 
The General video provides information about Copibec and copyright in general.  
 
The Agreement video gives an overview of the licensing agreement between Copibec, 
the Fédération des cégeps and the Association des collèges privés du Québec. 
 
The Data Collection video explains what has to be entered into a copy log and why. 
 
The videos can also be viewed from our Facebook page. Take a moment to “like” us 
while you’re there!  
 
These short videos are intended to complement the information brochure that was 
distributed to CEGEPs and colleges at the start of the school year. If you’d like to obtain 
additional copies of the brochure, please contact Nicolas Boudreault. 
 
Have a comment or suggestion? Let us know! 
 
 

Information videos for the preschool, elementary and high 
school sector 
We’d like to remind you that three short information videos are also available for the 
preschool, elementary and high school sector.  
 
To view them, please go to our Facebook page or Vimeo page. 
 
 

http://vimeo.com/40087771
http://vimeo.com/40088153
http://vimeo.com/40088154
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Copibec/158871517456543?sk=videos
mailto:n.boudreault@copibec.qc.ca
mailto:c.lacroix@copibec.qc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Copibec/158871517456543?sk=videos
https://vimeo.com/album/1898352


Royalty distributions 
 
During the 2011-2012 fiscal year ended March 31, Copibec issued 10,737 royalty 
cheques for a total of nearly $10,788,000. The main sources of royalty income for 
copyright owners were as follows:  

 Education sector ($7,983,813)  

 Lump-sum (repertoire) payment to visual artists and freelance journalists 
($906,357)  

 Quebec government ($732,706) 

 Pay-per-use licences ($728,378)  

 Other copyright licensing agencies ($340,068)  

 Miscellaneous sources ($96,665) 
 
The analysis of university copy logs is underway, and payments to copyright owners 
whose works were copied should be made soon. The total payout will be slightly over $4 
million.  
 

Modernizing the Copyright Act 

The bill to modernize Canada’s Copyright Act (Bill C-11), which is an exact copy of former 
Bill C-32, continues to make its way through the legislative process. Following the Bill’s 
first reading and adoption by the House of Commons in September 2011, the 
Conservative government decided that there had been enough discussions about the 
Bill in the House and imposed a motion to limit debate in December. On February 13, 
2012, the Bill was therefore adopted after its second reading by the House and was sent 
for review by a Legislative Committee.  

The Committee’s role was to hear from individuals and organizations affected by the Bill 
and to study the content of the Bill, section by section, with a view to making possible 
amendments. The Conservative government also decided to severely restrict the 
amount of time allowed for the Legislative Committee to complete its activities. As a 
result, the Committee terminated its hearings on March 13, limiting the review of the 
Bill to barely one month.  

During that period, the Committee held about 10 meetings lasting three hours each, 
heard about 60 witnesses (including the Association nationale des éditeurs de livres) and 
sped through a section-by-section analysis of the Bill in only five hours. It was therefore 
no surprise that none of the amendments proposed by Opposition parties were retained 
and that only those proposed by Conservatives were accepted.  

Consequently, the contents of Bill C-11 have remained essentially unchanged. None of 
the specific exceptions concerning education or the fair dealing exception for education 



purposes were amended, and the legal uncertainty surrounding the Bill has not been 
cleared up.  

Nevertheless, Copibec has worked tirelessly since Bill C-11 was tabled in order to 
preserve the rights and protect the interests of the copyright owners it represents and 
to rally partners on the local and international scenes. In particular, we helped draw up 
a cross-Canada proposal for amendments. That initiative was carried out in 
collaboration with about 60 different arts and culture organizations. The government 
unfortunately ignored all suggestions for changes that called into question the 
foundations or formulations of the Bill’s provisions.  

The third-reading vote by the House of Commons supposed to be held on May 28 
should be held soon and the Bill will then be sent to the Senate, followed by royal 
assent.  

All the recent developments in this file are covered on the French-language website 
Culture équitable launched by Copibec and its partners.  
 

Agreements between Access Copyright and the university 
sector 

 
Following a few years of strained relations, Access Copyright and the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada announced on April 16 that they had negotiated a 
model licence covering the reproduction of copyright protected works in Canadian 
universities outside Quebec.  
 
The model licence serves only as a master agreement, giving every university the right 
to sign it individually. However, that situation represents significant progress in the 
relations between Access Copyright and the university community. The licence is similar 
to those concluded in January 2012 between Access Copyright and two Ontario 
universities (University of Toronto and University of Western Ontario).  
 
Like the agreements already signed with U of T and Western, the model licence allows 
print format and digital format copying of excerpts from copyright protected works in 
the Access Copyright repertoire. Each university will be required to pay an annual lump-
sum royalty of $26 per full-time equivalent student. That royalty includes what used to 
be a separate royalty of 10 cents per page for coursepack copying under previous 
licences.  
 
As part of the new licence, surveys will be conducted in order to gather bibliographic 
data and volume of usage trending data for the purposes of allowing Access Copyright 

http://www.cultureequitable.org/


to make fair distribution of royalties and to assist in establishing appropriate future 
licence rates.  
 
The licence is retroactive to January 1, 2011 and will remain in effect until December 31, 
2015, after which it will automatically renew for one-year terms.  
 
Here in Quebec, Copibec and the Conference of Rectors and Principals of Quebec 
Universities (CREPUQ) are currently negotiating the terms of a new copying agreement 
for copyright protected works in Quebec universities.  
 

World Book and Copyright Day 

The public’s library 
 
Although a variety of events were held on April 23 to mark World Book and Copyright 
Day, one project will continue throughout the year: the Bibliothèque du public (the 
public’s library), a French-language online platform that gives members of the public the 
opportunity to make reading suggestions and discover something new to read. You can 
add your own suggestions and find out what others have recommended in order to 
stock up on reading material for the rest of the year! 
 

On the move 
Mélanie Côté, Research and Data Entry Assistant, has left Copibec to pursue new 
challenges. We’d like to thank her for her hard work and wish her best of luck! 
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It’s easy to subscribe to the newsletter!   

 

To send us your questions or comments or to have your name removed from our 

newsletter subscription list, please email us.   

 

         @copibec on  

http://biblio.jmlda.qc.ca/
http://www1.copibec.qc.ca/?action=prbu_bulinscription&langue=a
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