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Every Quebec university except one!

Université Laval shows lack of respect for copyright
We mentioned in our previous issue that Copibec and the Quebec universities had reached an agreement in
principle covering a three-year period. That agreement has now been signed by all the Quebec universities
except Université Laval. During the negotiations to determine the rate structure and conditions for using copyright
protected material in line with the universities’ needs and financial resources, the parties made a point of taking
into account the latest amendments to the Copyright Act, the current legal environment and the commercial
licences issued by aggregators for digital content.

Nevertheless, Université Laval decided to go it alone and adopted a policy allowing short excerpts from copyright
protected works to be copied on a “fair dealing” basis without requesting permission and without paying any
compensation. The university considers that copying up to 10% of a work or an entire chapter falls under the
definition of fair dealing. It has set up a copyright bureau to obtain permission for copy requests that exceed those
limits. The university is also encouraging its professors to use works that do not entail any royalty payments to
authors or publishers. 

In an open letter to a Montreal newspaper, copyright lawyer Claude Brunet gave an apt description of the
university’s decision that will have far-reaching negative impacts on the creators of the works being used: “(…)
Université Laval has decided that it no longer needs to compensate authors when it uses their works since its
educational mission allows it to pillage other people’s intellectual property as it sees fit.”1  

It should be noted that this interpretation of fair dealing under the Copyright Act is being applied by a number of
educational institutions in the rest of Canada and has been contested by Access Copyright before the Copyright
Board and the courts. The interpretation therefore does not currently have any solid legal footing in Canada. It is
deplorable that Université Laval has decided to take a position that is so harmful to the authors and publishers
whose works are being copied at the university. Based on the latest copy logs submitted to Copibec, more than 12
million pages copied from works in the Copibec repertoire (catalogue) were distributed to Université Laval
students. Copibec will continue to make every effort to protect the interests of the publishers and authors we
represent.

New agreement with CEGEPs and colleges
Last June, Copibec and the representatives from Quebec CEGEPs and private colleges reached a new
agreement covering excerpts from copyright protected works copied for educational purposes. The three-year
agreement allows digital copying on secure networks, storage on USB flash drives and the production of
coursepacks in print or digital format containing excerpts from up to 15% of a work or 10% if the work was
developed specifically for college education needs. College professors also have access to digital resources
through SAMUEL (Simplified Access for MUltidisciplinary Education and Learning), the new online content
platform developed by Copibec and its partners. Although the platform is in French, you’ll find some English
content. 

SAMUEL is ready for the new school year!
The French version of SAMUEL (Savoirs multidisciplinaires en ligne or Simplified Access for MUltidisciplinary
Education and Learning), our new digital content platform, is now open to anyone working in an educational
institution at the preschool, elementary, high school or college level! Although the platform is in French, you’ll find
some English content. More than 6,000 digital resources are already available for educational use: books,
exercise books, magazines, individual articles, press photos, artistic works and song lyrics. There are
books and periodicals on a variety of topics such as economics, families, education, information technology,
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science and languages. The platform also contains novels for all ages, comic albums, biographies, poetry
and reference works as well as images and photos of contemporary artistic works (illustrations, sculptures,
theatre costumes and scenery, installation works), photos of animals, people and places related to current
affairs, travel and architecture.

And that is only the start of what you will able to find in SAMUEL because new works are being added on a
regular basis! With just a few clicks, you can use all that content as long as you stay within your Copibec licence
limits.

To access SAMUEL, you simply need a user account in Savia, our online copyright licensing and rights
management system. For more information, please contact us! 

New Board of Directors for 2014-2015
The delegates from Copibec’s eight member associations elected our new Board of Directors at the annual
general meeting held on June 19.

For the coming year, Jean-François Bouchard (ANEL) will serve as Copibec’s Chair of the Board and Danièle
Simpson (UNEQ) will be Vice-Chair. Véronyque Roy (UNEQ) will act as Treasurer and Yann Pineau (Les
Quotidiens du Québec) has been appointed Secretary. The other members of the Board are André Roy (UNEQ),
André Dumont (AJIQ) and Lise Létourneau (RAAV), representing the author segment, as well as Gaëtan
Lévesque (ANEL), Emmanuelle Bruno (ANEL) and Francine Bergeron (SODEP), representing the publisher
segment.

During her report on Copibec's operations in 2013-2014, Hélène Messier, Executive Director, indicated that
$15,729,000 had been distributed to the authors and publishers we represent, up 22% from the previous year.
However, we collected $15,343,000 in royalties (licence fees) from users who made copies of copyright
protected material, compared to $16,905,000 in 2012-2013. The decrease in income is unfortunately expected
to continue during the coming year. As Danièle Simpson, our outgoing Chair, mentioned in her remarks: “Culture
is intended to serve the latest toys, rather than the opposite. Art and literature are considered products like any
others. They have lost almost all their value in terms of our identity, especially when the goal is to save money.”
We will therefore have to make a concerted effort to try to stem this dangerous tide.

The annual meeting also provided an opportunity to thank two directors who were leaving the Board. Nicolas
Langelier was involved in many committees over a seven-year period and we would like to thank him for his hard
work. Our thanks also go out to Christian Jetté, who played a very active role during the past year in renewing the
agreements with the education sector.

The 2013-2014 annual report is available on our website.

Royalty distributions
Since the start of our fiscal year on April 1, 2014, Copibec has paid out $4,656,489 to the rightsholders of the
works copied by our licensees.

During the coming weeks, approximately $5,000,000 in additional royalties (licence fees) will be distributed to
rightsholders.

Cheques were issued to redistribute the royalties collected for the university licence covering the period from June
1, 2012 to May 31, 2013. A total of $4,626,691 was allocated among 1,621 authors, 332 publishers and 20
licensing agencies after more than 110,000 copy logs were analyzed. Based on our analysis of the copy logs
submitted by universities, the breakdown of copying by category was as follows: 75.21% books, 24.44%
periodicals and 0.34% newspapers.

Royalties were also distributed to authors whose texts (poems, articles, novel excerpts, etc.) were included in
anthologies or books featuring more than 10 authors. Based on the number of copies reported by the educational
institutions, a total of $251,495 was divided among the 1,787 authors of the 144 titles that qualified for that
payment. The anthologists of the designated titles did not receive any payments this time because they had
already received compensation for those copies during previous payouts. 
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Do you use copyright protected content?

Copibec offers information sessions
Do you use copyright protected works in an educational institution or other workplace? Did you know that a
Copibec specialist is available to meet with you? Whether you’re interested in finding out more about the terms
and conditions of your copying agreement or you’d like to be given a personalized presentation about SAMUEL,
our new digital content platform, we’d be pleased to come and see you or organize a virtual meeting. It’s free and
there is no software to install. All you need is a computer with Internet access.

It doesn’t matter what field you work in. Let us bring you up to speed on how to use copyright protected content!

Please feel free to contact us! 

Educational publishers

Do you publish content developed specifically for the college level?
The new agreement between Copibec and Quebec college institutions includes different limits for material
developed specifically for college education purposes. When entering your titles in our system, you should choose
“College document” under Type of work.

What if your titles are already registered in the Copibec repertoire? It’s still important to update that information
and save your changes so that the appropriate copying limits will apply when users submit copy logs or consult
the repertoire.

For more information, please contact Isabelle Billeau, Communications and Rightsholder Services Officer. 

Do you work in the Quebec education sector?

Be sure to check out our Educator Space!
That’s where you’ll find complete information about the terms and conditions for your copying licence as well as a
FAQ answering the most common questions from teachers at each educational level.

In addition to that specific information, there’s also an overview of copyright, a section devoted to libraries and a
list of organizations that you can contact to license various types of works, including music, visual arts, TV
programs and movies!

If you have any questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact us. We’d be pleased to hear from you! 

Data collection in schools
The 2013-2014 data collection process in the preschool, elementary and high school sector ended on June 30.
For the year’s three collection periods, Copibec received a total of 5,038 forms confirming that one or more
excerpts had been copied from copyright protected works. The response rate by either mail or electronic
transmission was about 89% for the year. A test group of 53 schools in the Quebec City and Montreal regions
were given the opportunity to use our online system to do their reporting. As a result, we were able to identify
some of the difficulties encountered by teachers and then make changes to facilitate the process for online users
in elementary and high schools.

For the 2013-2014 year, we recorded a total of 17,270 copy log entries from schools at the preschool, elementary
and high school levels. The data was taken from surveyed schools, voluntarily completed copy logs, and forms
submitted by teachers who copied “learning situations” developed by the education ministry, GRICS or the
Fédération des établissements d’enseignement privés. When the learning situations include excerpts reproduced
from works in the Copibec repertoire, a copy log form is provided. It identifies the excerpts and enables the
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teacher to inform Copibec about the number of copies made.

A new data collection process is underway for the 2014-2015 school year. Once again, 350 schools from every
region of Quebec have been selected to complete our copy logs. In addition, 50 schools from the Montérégie,
Laval and Laurentians regions will be required to do their reporting online. For the first time this year, all schools
have the option of reporting their copies online rather than filling out paper copy logs.

For us, the data collection process has always been complemented by tours of schools and meetings with
teachers. Our Liaison Officer, Kevin Charron, has therefore been travelling throughout Quebec to talk about
SAMUEL, copyright issues and the terms and conditions of the agreement between Copibec and the education
ministry. By the end of this year, he will have met with hundreds of teachers and school management personnel
and given many online training sessions. If you would like to organize a meeting for your school, be sure to
contact us. 

Reminder about receiving our emails
Following the introduction of Canada’s anti-spam legislation on July 1, it is important to give us your confirmation
that you agree to receive emails related to Copibec’s activities. You can do so by clicking this link:

I agree to receive electronic messages from Copibec about its activities .

We do not compile lists that could be shared with third parties. Your consent simply allows us to contact you about
topics related to Copibec’s activities such as royalty payments.

Thank you for taking a few seconds to enable us to stay in touch with you! 

On the move in the Communications Department!
In September, Anouk Pérusse, Communications and Rightsholder Services Officer, started her maternity leave.
Francis Dubois, who was previously a Licensing Officer, will replace her for a few months until Kevin Charron,
who is currently replacing Émilie McAll Pinard during her maternity leave, can take over his new position in the
Communications Department.

Our receptionist Claire Dutin has left Copibec to take on new challenges. We’d like to wish her best of luck! The
voice you will now hear when you call Copibec is that of Magalie Dufresne.

© © © 

Coordinator: Caroline Lacroix 
Contributors: Hélène Messier, Rose-Marie Lafrance, Frédérique Couette, Cécile Gascon and Nicolas Boudreault
Translator: Brian Colwill

Subscribe to our newsletter!

We welcome your questions and comments.

Follow Copibec on the Web:

      

1 Brunet, Claude “L’Université Laval et le droit d’auteur”, Le Devoir, June 25, 2014 [our translation]

http://www.ledevoir.com/societe/education/412074/l-universite-laval-et-le-droit-d-auteur

last changed 10/24/2014
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