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New way to stay in touch: Info-Alert
In December, our newsletter subscribers received our very first Info-Alert. They’re a new way to inform you – our
subscribers – about important news as soon as it happens and give you quick updates between the distribution
dates of our newsletters. Watch for them in your inbox!

Copyright has value!
Have you seen the video featuring Claude Robinson talking about the value of copyright? In less than 90 seconds,
he explains why copyright is important for creators.

The Regroupement des artistes en arts visuels du Québec  (RAAV) spearheaded this project in cooperation with
Copibec, Access Copyright, UNEQ and Sartec.

Go ahead and share it!

Another substantial payment by Copibec
After distributing more than $3 million in lump sum (repertoire) payments to rightsholders throughout 2015,
Copibec has sent out another large series of royalty cheques for amounts collected from major licensees in the
education sector. 

A total of over $8 million  was paid out in November to copyright owners whose works were used by institutions at
the preschool, elementary, high school, college and university levels. These royalties (licence fees) paid to authors
and publishers represent more than 155,524,669 copies reported by educational institutions. 

The copying licences for the education sector allow teaching personnel to take advantage of rich, varied content
while making sure creators and publishers receive fair compensation. The licences cover about 1,394,345
students at the preschool to university levels all across Quebec. 

For the first time, copies originating from SAMUEL, our new digital content platform, were included in the
redistributed amounts from elementary and high schools. Since most of the content in SAMUEL was produced in
Quebec, the platform helps increase the royalties paid for locally created material. Quebec titles currently account
for approximately 61% of the works copied in preschool, elementary and high school institutions. SAMUEL, which
was developed in collaboration with De Marque, now contains over 12,000 works from about 70 different partners.

To learn more about SAMUEL, you can also view our video.

Montreal is committed to copyright 
In November, Copibec and the city of Montreal signed an agreement covering excerpts copied and shared from
works protected by the Copyright Act (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.). It applies to the city’s approximately
21,000 employees as well as elected officials. Under the agreement, Copibec will be paid $132,000 in royalties for
the 2015-2016 year to compensate authors and publishers for the use of their works.

Denis Coderre, who was previously a federal MP and minister, has always understood the importance of culture
and creators’ contributions to our economic vitality. Now, as mayor of Montreal, he has once again underscored
his commitment by taking concrete steps to recognize the role of authors and publishers in our economy. As a
result, Montreal has become the first city in Quebec to reach an agreement of this type with a collective licensing
agency. Congratulations Montreal!
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The city’s copying licence covers various types of use, including one or more articles shared between employees
via email, documents photocopied for training or information purposes, specialized content uploaded to a secure
network for use by a taskforce, etc. Employees and elected officials are therefore no longer required to request
permission for individual copying and have gained access to an extensive catalogue of Canadian and foreign
titles. The agreement also specifies that a survey will be conducted later to identify the material copied.

In the coming months, Copibec will be contacting other Quebec municipalities and a number of public
organizations in the municipal sector to encourage them to follow Montreal’s example and legalize the copies
made by their employees and elected officials for professional purposes.

Sheet music now available in SAMUEL
A new category of content has been added to SAMUEL. Thanks to a partnership with Les Productions d’Oz and
Doberman-Yppan, the education sector now has access to sheet music online. The works can be used in their
entirety under the Copibec licences for the preschool, elementary, high school and college levels.

To give you an idea of the kind of content that’s available, you can find sheet music for solo guitar, guitar
ensembles, mandolins and contemporary music for all instruments and for orchestras. 

You can even access this new content if you work in a music school that isn’t covered by one of the Copibec
licences allowing you to use SAMUEL. If you’re interested, please contact us!

2015-2016 data collection
It’s underway! The 350 public and private schools participating at the preschool, elementary and high school
levels have been selected, the schools and school boards have been given their lists of participants, and the
reference material will soon be distributed to teachers. 

Somewhat behind schedule (the new licensing agreement wasn’t signed with the ministry of education until quite
recently), the 2015-2016 data collection process is kicking off during a fairly turbulent period. The Quebec
government is currently negotiating with its unions in the public and parapublic sectors, and the parties have not
yet reached an agreement. Further pressure tactics and strike days are expected. These conditions are not ideal
but, despite potential disruptions, we’ll try to obtain as much information as possible to identify the titles copied. 

This year, with the ministry’s approval, Copibec is highlighting online reporting and is encouraging teachers to
create user accounts for themselves so they can quickly sign into our system. The online system automatically
calculates the authorized copying limits and identifies the titles excluded from our repertoire. The paper copy log
is still available for anyone who wants to continue using it for the time being. 

Data collection has changed slightly because the agreement between Copibec and the ministry covers new types
of use. For example, it’s now necessary to report excerpts or entire works displayed in class using a document
camera or smartboard.

Since the start of the 2015-2016 school year, about 800 copy log entries have been recorded by users in school
boards or schools at the preschool, elementary and high school levels. Many of those entries correspond to
excerpts taken from SAMUEL, our digital content platform. Other entries were completed by teachers or teaching
professionals who have not been selected for the data collection process but who, out of respect for authors’
rights, took the time to inform us about their copying. We’d like to thank them and everyone who’ll be participating
in this year’s data collection!
 

International news
We’re pleased to keep you up to date by giving you an overview of copyright-related news from around the world.
The following news items were of particular interest recently.

Copyright owners and online payment services fight piracy in France

2/4

mailto:licences@copibec.qc.ca
http://copibeceducation.ca/en/licence-primaire-secondaire/384-2/
http://copibeceducation.ca/en/licence-primaire-secondaire/
https://admin.copibec.qc.ca/en/Account/LogOn
http://www.copibecnumerique.ca/


France is deploying the second phase of its strategy to limit the financial resources of sites dedicated to illegal
activities. Online payment service providers such as PayPal, MasterCard and Visa are working closely with
copyright owners in the music, movie and videogame industries to prevent users from financially supporting illegal
sites. This second phase follows the introduction of a charter of best advertising practices in 2015. 

Read the news release (in French) from France’s ministry of culture and communications. 

Dutch publishers take on Google Play Books
After successfully forcing Google Play Books to remove illegal copies of copyright-protected books, a group of
publishers in the Netherlands is once again taking on the Google giant by asking it to identify the sellers of pirated
works. Selling books illegally is a source of income for Google, which has refused the publishers’ request. The
case is now in the hands of Dutch legal authorities. 

Read the article in Actualitté (in French).

Authors lose court case against Google
The Second Circuit Court of Appeals in New York has dealt another blow to the Authors Guild, which was
contesting Google Books’ project to create a large digital library and distribute digital excerpts from works without
the copyright owners’ permission. The Court decided that “fair use” principles applied because the excerpts made
available online for research purposes did not actually replace the works. The Guild now hopes to bring the case
before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Read the announcement by the Authors Guild .

Supreme Court decision causes both satisfaction and disappointment
The Supreme Court of Canada recently handed down a decision concerning a lawsuit by the Society for
Reproduction Rights of Authors, Composers and Publishers in Canada (SODRAC) against Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation/Société Radio-Canada (CBC/SRC). Although the Court agreed that broadcast-
incidental copies of musical works for television and Internet are protected by the Copyright Act, it sent the parties
back to the Copyright Board, which will have to determine the value of those copies. Although SODRAC
welcomed the decision, it was disappointed with the delays and costs related to this subsequent process.

Read the news release issued by SODRAC.

Canada after the changes to the Copyright Act
On December 1, the IFRRO Secretariat published a memorandum on its website analyzing the impacts of the
changes made to Canadian copyright legislation in 2012. The memorandum outlined the following conclusions:

The results of the changes clearly demonstrate the need for collective rights management to be a part of a
healthy copyright framework. 
Rightsholders were correct to anticipate that the changes would jeopardize their existing and future
revenue streams and the local Canadian text-publishing sector.
Canada’s new fair dealing for “education” provision, together with the implementing legal and policy
framework, seems to depart from the internationally recognized norms and exposes Canada to complaints
from rightsholders in and outside Canada.

The memorandum entitled Canada after the changes to the copyright legislation in 2012 is available on the
IFRRO site.     
 

Our holiday season schedule
Copibec’s offices will be closed from December 23, 2015 to January 5, 2016. We’ll be back on Wednesday,
January 6 to serve you.
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Our entire team would like to take this opportunity to wish you a joyous holiday season! 

View our holiday-themed animation (in French). 

© © ©

Coordinator: Caroline Lacroix 
Contributors: Rose-Marie Lafrance, Frédérique Couette, Kevin Charron and Nicolas Boudreault
Translator: Brian Colwill 

Subscribe to our newsletter!

We welcome your questions and comments.

Follow Copibec on the Web:
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